
 

 

 

 

 

 

WCDK, 106.3 The River, is a music intensive radio station committed to  
Serving our community 24/7 with local coverage and information. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 LOCAL     KEY         LOCAL 
 VALUE         SERVICES       IMPACT 
 
 
 
 
 

The River and WEIR Sports are 

valuable parts of the 

communities of Steubenville, 

Weirton and rest of the upper 

Ohio Valley region providing 

music, fun, local information, a 

great live morning show and 

sports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The River and WEIR Sports 

serve the Upper Ohio Valley on 

the air, online and in the 

community by providing key 

local services: 

 Live, local morning shows with 

Cindy Taylor, Joey Klepack and 

Mike Mathison with interviews, 

local news, weather and more. 

 Sports coverage of local high 

school football and basketball, 

Ohio State and WVU games, 

Browns, Penguins and Pirates. 

 Social media dialog and online 

information creating opportunities 

for ideas to be exchanged and 

communities to be connected. 

 Over 4,000 minutes of Public 

Service Announcements and 

interviews yearly. 

The River and WEIR Sports local 

services have deep impact in 

the upper Ohio Valley area.  

Listeners depend on us for local 

emergency and weather 

information.  

Community and non-profit 

groups benefit from exposure 

they could never afford. Often 

the difference between success 

and failure is the on air and 

online support from 106.3 The 

River and WEIR Sports. 

 

 

 



 

    STORIES OF IMPACT 

Urban Mission Soup Kitchen 

Event & Date:  The Urban Mission Soup kitchen.  This is a 

monthly event.  We usually serve the last Wednesday of the 

month when many are low or have run out of food stamps.   

Benefiting group:  The Urban Mission.  

The station was:  Primary organizer.     

Description:  WCDK works with local and chain restaurants 

to provide meals for the local soup kitchen.  The restaurants donate food and in exchange 

WCDK provides free publicity by mentioning their food donation.  WCDK would picks up and 

serves the food, then helps clean up in the kitchen.  

On air support prior and during the event:  This initiative is in its fifth year and runs 

continuously.  Each restaurant, caterer, or bakery receives 45 recorded announcements, over 

500 live mentions (announced year round) promoting their efforts, the soup kitchen, and how 

to volunteer or receive help.   

Online support:  1063theriver.com features the individual restaurant during their time of 

giving.   

Total staff hours contributed:  Over 300.  

Event resulted in:  We regularly feed over 120 people each meal and each gets to take home a 

meal.  Approximately 2,000 meals have been provided for shut-ins.  Since its inception in 2009, 

we’ve provided over 10,000 meals.  WCDK staff have become so familiar with some we’ve 

served, we’re on a first name basis!  

 

Trinity Health System's "Heartland" 

Event & Date:  Heartland on Thursday February 13, 

2014 from 6am to 6pm.  

Benefiting group:  Trinity Health System. 

106.3 The River was:  Supporting sponsor. 

Description:  Over 30 different health screenings are 

made available for a low cost of $35. 

On air support prior to event:  WCDK conducted interviews promoting the event with our 

main sponsor and aired over 170 minutes of live and recorded public service ads.  In addition, 



we broadcast about a dozen interviews with hospital spokespeople and medical experts.   

On air support during the event:  WCDK’s morning show broadcast live and staff members 

attended throughout the day, calling into the station and sending photos of the event’s 

progress.   

Online support:  Info and reminders were posted on ou web site and Facebook page 3  weeks 

in advance. 

Total staff hours contributed:  30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Campbell Dickinson 5K Run for Cancer 

Event & Date:  The Campbell Dickinson Walk Run for Cancer and St. Baldricks Event.  March 

15, 2014. 

Benefiting Group:  The TEAR foundation.  TEAR stands for Trinity (Hospital) Emergency 

Assistance Relief.  They provide for local cancer victims.  Often a cancer patient’s funds are 

used on medications and treatments.  This organization provides additional support patients 

may need, such as money for gas, food, hospital equipment, utility payments and hotel stays if 

needed to travel for a medical procedure. 

The station was: Supporting sponsor. 

On air support prior to the event:  WCDK ran five minute interviews on air with organizers, 

the persons the race is named after and those who have benefited from this event.  We also 

aired over 100 live and recorded public service announcements. 

On air support during the event:  WCDK aired live broadcasts throughout the event. 

Online support:  WCDK promoted the event online four weeks in advance.  We also sent out 

an invite (e-blast) through our database of over 1,500.  This event was posted on the station’s 

Facebook page 3 weeks before and after, with results and pictures of the race. 

Total staff hours contributed:  Approximately 20 hours.  Staff members even walked the 5k in 

support. 

Event result:  This event grows every year.  We helped raise over $44,000 for local cancer 

patients.   



Trinity Sports Performance Athletic Combine 

Event & Date:  Trinity Sports Performance Athletic Combine.  Saturday May 31st 2014, 8am to 

3pm 

Benefiting group:  Trinity Health System and local high school athletes in any sport. 

The station was:  Supporting sponsor. 

On air support prior to event:  WCDK conducted over a dozen interviews with coaches, 

physical therapists and sports medicine doctors involved.  Over 150 commercials, about 100 

live promotional announcements and over 250 recorded promotional announcements ran 

three weeks prior.     

On air support during event:  106.3 The River attended the event from the beginning when 

the athletes were tested, during their performances, and the awards ceremonies and 

speeches.  Activities were broadcast throughout the day. 

Online support:  The event was promoted on our website and Facebook page a month prior to 

the event.  Its success was also promoted on the web after the event.   

Total staff hours contributed:  Approximately 80 hours.  In addition to on air support, WCDK 

helped deliver posters and pamphlets to local schools and gyms.     

Event resulted in:   Representation from all local schools and from schools as far as an hour 

away.  The combine gave the athletes documented statistics and medical reviews to gauge 

their current status and progress.  This information could be presented to current and future 

coaches, possibly on the collegiate level.  Recruiting experts were also on hand to provide 

information on how the recruiting process works.  All this was provided for just $20 per 

student.   

 

The Health Zone 

Event & Date:  The Health Zone.  Started in June and 

ran continuously through 2014. 

Benefiting group:  Trinity Health System. 

106.3 The River was:  Primary organizer. 

Description:  106.3 The River worked with the local 

hospital to create the Health Zone.  Any group (work, 

school, church, club, even entire cities) can join for free 

by answering about ten questions online.  Each member receives a sticker to display on their 

door or window stating they are a Health Zone member.  A committee reviews the 

applications to see how they can advise a group who may want to better themselves in any 

area of health or wellbeing.  We worked with the local hospital to help provide training 

seminars, health fairs, private advice on health issues, and more.   Some groups have systems 



already in place and the Health Zone then rewards them with media recognition and awards.   

On air support prior to event:  WCDK conducted interviews promoting the event with our 

main sponsor (the hospital).  WCDK aired over 4100 minutes of live and recorded public 

service ads and over 1575 commercials.  In addition, we ran about ten interviews with hospital 

spokespeople and medical experts.   

On air support during the event:  An organization can join the Health Zone at any time so 

promoting it is continuous with commercials, recorded promos, and live announcement.  A 

press conference was held to kick off the campaign and that audio was on air.  Each time one 

of our Health Zone members accomplishes a goal it is also promoted on air.      

Online support:  The Health Zone has its own web page on our web site which is updated with 

news about the Health Zone members and accomplishments.  We also use Facebook to 

support th Health Zone initiative. 

Total staff hours contributed:  Approximately 200 hours 

Event resulted:  Health issues such as cancer, heart problems and obesity are among the 

highest rates in the country.  People need help to be educated on how they can improve their 

health.  With the Health Zone the help is provided for free.  We have about a dozen 

organizations involved.  Two are local colleges, one is an entire health care group and a local 

court house has also joined!   

 

Summer Sizzle Concert Series 

Event & Date:  The Summer Sizzle Concert Events.  

This promotion ran from June through August 2014. 

Benefiting group:  The Top of West Virginia and 

Conventions Bureau and the Downtown Steubenville 

Revitalization Group.    

The station was: Supporting sponsor. 

Description: 20 free outdoor concerts included blues, classical, pop, rock, country and a 

Beatles Tribute band.  Most shows were followed with fireworks.    

On-air support prior to event:  This was an ongoing event over two months.  WCDK aired over 

900 recorded and 400 live public service announcements.    

On air support during the event:  WCDK provided on air broadcasts before the shows.   

Online support:  Our website had a special page for the concerts with line ups, times, details 

and pictures.  Some of the bands were interviewed and those interviews were also posted 

online.  Our Facebook also publicized each event and showed pictures of the concerts.   

Total hours contributed:  Approximately 75 hours were given toward these events.  

Event result:  This is the second year we’ve teamed up with these organizations to help 



promote the two different downtown areas.   Each year the events have increased in 

attendance.           

 

 

July 4th Fireworks Music 

Event name & dates:  July 4 Fireworks Music.  Fireworks in our area took place on Saturday 

June 28, Friday July 4th and Saturday July 5th, 2014. 

Benefiting group:  Chambers of Commerce from Weirton and Toronto, the Downtown 

Steubenville Revitalization Group and the Wintersville Parks & Recreation Board.  

The station is:  Primary sponsor of the music. 

Description:  WCDK broadcast live before each fireworks display, then aired music in sync with 

the live fireworks show.   Each show had its own unique soundtrack.  All but one show was 

produced in house.  

On air support prior to the event:  Two weeks of pre-promotion with 30 live and 40 recorded 

announcements. 

On air support during the event:  Live broadcasts as stated above. 

Online support:  WDCK’s website featured the fireworks and their times two weeks before 

they took place and posted on Facebook prior to the event. 

Total staff hours:  About 120 hours. 

Event result:  Helping to provide fun and free family oriented events for our community. 

 

Pigskin Preview 

Event & Date:   Pigskin Preview  Saturday August 23, 

2014 from 10am to 3pm. 

Benefiting groups:  Local schools and their booster 

clubs. 

The station is:  Primary organizer. 

Description:  Twelve high schools in our area were 

given the opportunity to set up booth or tent space 

for their boosters to show their school colors and 

spirit.  Cheerleaders, football players, moms and dads, and booster members attended.  They 

also could sell their school’s memorabilia.  

There were cheering demonstrations and one school won best spirit (best decorated 

booth/space).  That school won $500!     

On air support prior to the event:  Announcements ran three weeks prior to the event.  WCDK 



ran 120 live and 165 recorded announcements 

promoting the event.   

On air support during the event:  WCDK broadcast 

from the event.   

Online support:  WCDK’S website had the event on its 

home page and pictures after it took place.  Facebook 

was filled with pictures of school’s showing their pride 

and the cheering competition. 

Total staff hours:  Approximately 90-120 hours. 

Event resulted in:  In 2013 a rape occurred involving high school students and athletes from 

both the Ohio and West Virginia sides of the Ohio River.  Communities and schools were 

divided and that’s why this event was started.  106.3 The River wanted to help bring schools 

together to heal and participate in a friendly event.  The Pigskin Preview gives our schools the 

chance to work together and boost morale.         
 

 

  

Community for a Cure 

Event & Date:  Community For A Cure, October 13 through the 18th 2014 at various times. 

Benefiting group:  Women In Action Against Cancer Coalition (WIAACC).  This is a local group 

that raises money for local women with breast cancer.   

Description of event:  Each day featured a different fundraiser at our local mall.  Monday was 

a shave-a-thon (shave your head and several groups would donate money), Tuesday was Eat 

For The Cure (a percentage of all food purchased at the mall and nearby restaurants was 

donated),   Wednesday was a wreath and speech ceremony honoring victims and survivors of 

cancer, Thursday was a celebrity dunk tank, Friday an indoor golf scramble and Saturday an 

indoor 5K Poker Run.  All events took place at our local mall.     

The station was: Supporting sponsor.  

On air support prior to event:  Three weeks prior to the event WCDK aired over 200 live and 

250 recorded announcements.  Morning show interviews also aired concerning the different 

events.       

On air support during event:  Each day featured a different activity which was covered with 

on-air broadcasts from the site.  Each day’s event was promoted heavily on air.        

Online support:  Our website featured a detailed list of the week’s events and pictures after.  

Photos were posted on the WCDK Facebook page as well.   

Total staff hours contributed:  about 45 hours were volunteered.  Some staff members were 

in the (very cold) dunk tank and a lot of money was raised during that event!  

Event resulted in:  The goal was to raise $5000 and increase awareness.  The incidence of 



cancer is very high in our area and we are fortunate to have a local group raising money that 

goes directly to local needs.  Many listeners showed up at our events since so many have been 

touched by cancer.        

 

Child Safety Day 

Event & Date:  Child Safety Day, Saturday, September 20th 2014 from 10am- 2pm. 

Description:  WCDK worked with the Jefferson County Health Department and the Ohio State 

Highway Patrol to advise adults on how to keep their children safe while driving.  The main 

goal was to instruct parents on the proper installation of child safety seats.  Free car seats 

were given to families that financially qualified.    

Benefiting group:   The local health department and the Ohio State Highway Patrol.  

The station was:  Supporting sponsor. 

On air support prior to event:  WCDK held several interviews prior to our event.  We also aired 

over 90 minutes of live and recorded promotional announcements.    

On air support during event:  The event was manned by several staff members.  Live and 

recorded breaks were aired during the event.      

Online support:  This event was promoted on our web site two weeks prior to and one week 

after.     

Total staff hours contributed:  The WCDK staff contributed over 12. 

Event resulted in:  Educating the public.  We found that over 75 % of child safety seats are 

installed incorrectly.  Many parents and grandparents were shocked that their child’s safety 

seat was not safe!  Nearly 85 families came to the event with more interested parties calling 

106.3 The River to find out more.   

 

Pet-O-Ween & Kiddie Costume Show 

Event & Date:  Pet-O-Ween & Kiddie Costume Show!  

Saturday, October 25th 2014.    

Benefiting group:  The Jefferson County Humane 

Society and the Fort Steuben Kennel Association.  

The station was:  Primary organizer. 

Description:  The event was an expo for pet owners 

and pet lovers.  Animal shelters displayed their products and adoptable pets.  Many shelters 

adopted out most of the pets brought to the event.  Pet owners were permitted to bring their 

pets to the local mall and compete in a costume contest for prizes.  Obedience skills lessons 

were offered on site.  The children’s costume contest was after the pet contest.    

On air support prior to event:  WCDK held weekly interviews a month prior to our event.  We 



also aired over 200 minutes of live and recorded 

promotional announcements about the Pet Expo.    

On air support during event:  The event was manned 

by our staff from 10am to 3pm with call backs to the on 

air staff.      

Online support:  This event was promoted on our web 

site for four weeks prior to and two after with procures 

of pets and children in costume.  An email was sent to 

our data base of listeners promoting the event. 

Total staff hours contributed:  WCDK staff contributed over 65 hours to our pet event. 

Event resulted in:  People love their pets and love to 

take them to events in which they can participate.  We 

had 47 pet contestants.  Over a dozen pets were 

adopted from attending shelters.  Those shelters 

benefited by receiving exposure for their cause of 

saving pets lives and adopting them.  The Kiddie 

Costume contest was well attended with over 44 

contestants.  Many of the communities have stopped 

trick or treat nights for security reasons.  This event 

gave families the chance to show off their Halloween costumes in a safe environment.      

 

Sounds of The Season 

Event & Date:  Sounds of the Season on December 25th 2014. 

Benefiting Groups:  Local church, college and high school choirs and bands and their families. 

The station was:  Primary organizer. 

Description:  WCDK had a recording crew attend and record seven different school and church 

choir and band holiday shows.  Those shows were edited, mixed down and played back on air 

on Christmas Day.   

On air support prior to event:  We promoted shows and airtimes with on air announcements 

and online.   

On air support during the event:  Shows aired on Christmas Day from 6am to about 2pm. 

Online support:  Schedule was posted on the home page of WCDK’s website. 

Total staff hours: Approximately 75 hours. 

Event resulted in:  The response was overwhelming.  While many families were opening 

presents or eating their Christmas meal together, they heard their church or children’s music.   

Countless listeners thanked us and requested recordings of the shows. 



 

 Community Involvement 

 

106.3 The River’s staff isn’t huge, but we sure do give big!  We’re 

here day and night (some of our on-air personnel have sleeping 

bags stashed in their cars) to provide the community with 

information in case of an emergency.  Here are our individual 

efforts:   

 

Jay Philippone, owner and President of Priority Communications 

(WCD, The River):  Jay is the past Board President of the West 

Virginia Broadcasters Association.  He encourages his employees 

to get involved and support the people who support community 

groups.    

 

Cindy Taylor, program director and morning show host:  Cindy is 

on the board of the Urban Mission, a ministry serving three states.  

The Mission supplies food, shelter and clothing for those in need.  

The goal now is to provide free education to help Mission 

recipients become independent.  Cindy has also been selected as 

volunteer of the year.  As the past president of the local A.L.I.V.E. 

shelter for abused women and children, she aids in their 

fundraisers with radio promotion and prizes for fundraisers.  

 

Joey Klepack, sports director and 

morning show host:  Joey emcees 

many local events for free such as the 

Wintersville American Legion’s charity auction that raises funds 

for children of vets.  He also emcees many of the Steubenville Big 

Red and Steubenville Catholic Central pep rallies and sports 

banquets.  Joey works closely with the Motorcyclist Memorial 

Rededication Ceremonies, where bikers raise money for other 

bikers in need.  Joey donated his time and the station donated a 

free live remote broadcast for one of their events.   



 
Steve Kline, sales account executive:  Steve is a member of the Steubenville and Calcutta 
Rotary.  He volunteers monthly at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church’s lunch service. 
 
Doug Marlin (the Bear), on air:  Bear is our voice in the 

afternoon and also the voice of the Ohio Valley Roller Derby 

Girls.  This is a volunteer position which involves extensive 

traveling which he pays for out of his own pocket.  There are 

about 30 bouts and Doug’s team receives proceeds for different 

charities including:  The Crittenton Children’s Services for 

teenage mothers, soup kitchen of Wheeling, Humane Society of 

Mid-Ohio, Scott’s Run Settlement House and others.  There are 

about 15 charities involved.  Doug has given nearly 200 hours 

toward the roller derby and their fund raising efforts. 

Together as a group:  In 2014, WCDK received the West Virginia Broadcasters Awards for the 

best morning show, best play-by-play, best newscast, and best coverage of an event for an 

unranked market.  106.3 The River annually donates $750 to the Italian Festival for scholarship 

money for a local high school senior.  

On air and on line, WCDK’s message gets across with our website had over 21,000 visits in 

2014.  We have a section titled “What’s Up” on our website, dedicated to public service as well 

as a page for lost or found pets.  Station personnel can update the info or our listeners can 

post it themselves!  Our Facebook reaches nearly 2200 “likes” and we “tweet” to get the word 

out about a community events and information important to our listeners.   

106.3 The River (WCDK) aided over 450 non-profits during the year, mostly through live and 

recorded public service announcements which air every hour.  We attend local county fairs 

(and there are 11 counties in our coverage area), holiday parades and many community 

celebrations.  We’ve donated autographed Pittsburgh Penguin hockey pucks and jerseys, 

Pittsburgh Pirate tickets, Cleveland Browns tickets, WVU football and Basketball tickets, 

Pittsburgh Zoo passes and amusement park tickets to those having charity auctions and 

fundraisers.   

Some of the groups receiving these donations include the Women In Action Against Cancer 

Coalition, Jefferson, Hancock, and Brooke Counties Relay For Life, ABATE (American Bikers Aim 

Toward Education), Weirton and Steubenville Kiwanis, the A.L.I.V.E. Shelter for abuse women, 

the Wintersville American Legion and the American Red Cross Jefferson County chapter.   


